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Abstrak

The integration of digital platforms into language learning has become increasingly
significant, particularly in enhancing speaking skills. One such platform, YouTube,
serves as a virtual partner that facilitates language acquisition, providing students
with access to authentic content and interactive materials. This study investigates
the role of YouTube as a virtual partner in teaching speaking skills among second-
year Arabic language students at the Islamic University of Zainul Hasan Genggong.
Previous research has explored various aspects of digital tools in language learning;
however, limited attention has been paid to YouTube’s specific impact on speaking
proficiency. This study aims to address this gap by exploring how YouTube affects
students' speaking skills, focusing on pronunciation, fluency, and vocabulary
acquisition. A case study approach was employed, using qualitative data collected
through interviews, observations, and content analysis of student interactions with
YouTube. The data analysis involved thematic coding to identify patterns and trends
in students' learning behaviors and outcomes. The findings revealed that YouTube
positively impacted students’ speaking skills, with particular emphasis on
pronunciation improvement and increased speaking confidence. In conclusion, the
study highlights the potential of YouTube as a valuable educational tool for
enhancing speaking proficiency in Arabic language learners. The findings offer
insights for educators seeking to incorporate digital resources into language teaching
practices. Further research is recommended to explore the long-term effects of
YouTube usage on language acquisition.

Key words: YouTube, virtual partner, speaking skills, Arabic language learning,
digital tools, language acquisition, pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, case study.
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